
C H A P T E R T W E N T Y - T H R E E 

D E A T H O F SALADIN 

SA L A D I N w a s twenty-seven when he accompan ied 

his uncle on the first expedition to E g y p t . H e w a s 

fifty-five when the peace pac t wi th R icha rd ended his 

mi l i t a ry career. T w e n t y - e i g h t years of hard fighting 

— not cont inuous, bu t w i th no long gaps be tween — 

w a s the price he had to p a y for restoring to a uni ted 

I s l a m the supremacy of the H o l y L a n d . 

B a l i a n of Ibel in, w h o w a s present when the t r ea ty of 

peace was signed, paid an unconscious t r ibute to the 

abi l i ty shown b y Sa lad in as champion of I s l a m w h e n 

he s a id : 

" K n o w that nobody a m o n g the M o s l e m s has done 

such evil as thou to Chr is t iani ty . N e v e r in m y t ime 

h a v e so m a n y F r a n k s perished as now. W e h a v e 

counted the warriors w h o embarked to come and find 

thee, and they numbered six hundred thousand . O f 

each ten no more t han one has returned to his 

c o u n t r y " 

B u t the v ic tory had been costly. I t left Sa lad in 

broken in health, w e a r y and worn . 

H i s return t o D a m a s c u s inspired a great demon­

strat ion of enthusiasm and a spontaneous outburs t of. 
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