
C H A P T E R T W E N T Y - O N E 

D E S T R U C T I O N O F ASCALON 

HA V I N G placed a garr ison in charge of A c r e , R i c h ­

ard set out wi th his a r m y along the coast , ap ­

parent ly wi th the intent ion of marching upon Jerusa­

lem. T h e Sul tan fol lowed, and the t w o armies were 

wi th in striking distance of each other for a long t ime, 

wi th the Mos l ems seeking to provoke a bat t le all 

a long. F r o m Salad in to the lowest pr ivate in the ranks 

they were in bi t ter mood . 

N o t h i n g shows more c lear ly the perfect discipline of 

Richard ' s a rmy than the accounts of the A r a b chroni­

clers of this march through the heat of the summer . 

D a y after day the A r a b c a v a l r y pursued its t an ta l iz ­

ing tact ics of charging l ike the wind , let t ing fly a c loud 

of arrows, and disappearing as they had come. Y e t the 

F r a n k s pursued the even tenor of their w a y , doggedly 

keeping to their pace, the horsemen wi th in the screen 

of foot soldiers, apparent ly indifferent to the assaults . 

Apparen t ly , too, these did li t t le damage, even the i n ­

fant ry being we l l protected b y their th ick gambesons 

and hauberks . T h e C a d i tells of seeing s o l d i e r s " w i t h 

f rom one to ten arrows s t icking in them " march ing 

on , apparent ly not inconvenienced. 
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