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A S T H O U G H F a t e had meant to cast a h igh l ight 

upon the character of the M o s l e m chieftain, i t 

brought R icha rd the L ion-Hear ted into the forefront 

of the opposition. A t the c l imax of the Sul tan ' s career 

these t w o champions of opposing faiths and contras t ­

ing civil izat ions were brought into direct conflict and, 

though they never me t personally, from tha t moment , 

unt i l R i cha rd left the H o l y Land , i t was the personal 

contest between them, a matching of wi ts as we l l as 

arms, which controlled the va ry ing issues of the w a r 

between I s lam and Chris t iani ty . Phi l ip of F r ance and 

other great nobles p layed their par t on the side of the 

Cross , as did e l -Ade l and T a k i ed-din, for the honor of 

the Prophet , bu t theirs were minor roles, after a l l . 

Admi t t ed ly , R i c h a r d was the beau ideal of the 

Chr is t ian k n i g h t H i s t a w n y head — " h i s hai r w a s 

half w a y between red and ye l low " — suggested his 

sobriquet as m u c h as his headlong va lo r supported it . 

A g ian t of a man , w i t h long arms to swing a migh ty 

sword, and long legs to carry a weigh ty body , he " far 

surpassed other m e n in the courtesy of his manners 

and the vastness of his strength." T h e admir ing chron-
258 




