
C H A P T E R E I G H T E E N 

F O R T U N E N O L O N G E R KINDLY 

A CCORDING t o an Eas te rn ta le a M o h a m m e d a n dev­

otee saw Zengh i in the loveliest par t of Parad ise 

and asked h i m h o w he came to be so favored, where­

upon the A t a b e g replied : 

" G o d has pardoned all m y sins for the conques t of 

E d e s s a . " 

Y e t w h a t w a s Edessa compared to Jerusa lem? 

W h a t greater g lo ry could come to any m a n than to 

have captured this ho ly city, the appointed rendezvous 

of the day of Judgmen t? W a s not its conqueror as­

sured of Parad ise in the hereafter as he w a s the theme 

of every poet in I s l a m in the present? 

Sa lad in had n o w rounded out a half century . H e was 

a t the height of his career. W i t h ve ry few setbacks, and 

none of these serious, he had progressed s teadi ly from 

the d a y tha t the Chr i s t i an knight had enrolled h im in 

the proud order of chivalry . Mani fes t ly he had w o n 

favor in the eyes of G o d and H i s Prophet , and none 

cou ld say he had no t w o n this b y undevia t ing devot ion 

of al l his ta lent and energy to the high cause he had 

v o w e d to support . T h e infidel invader was on the run. 

T h e r e appeared to be every reason to believe he w o u l d 
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