
C H A P T E R S I X T E E N 

T H E B A T T L E O F H A T T I N 

NE V E R before w a s any t r iumph of Sa lad in so c o m ­

plete, or so fruitful of consequences, as tha t 

achieved on the field of Hat t in , and never w a s v ic to ry 

more cer tainly the result of superior p lann ing and 

generalship. H e had prepared long and careful ly, h a d 

been quick to t ake advantage of the mis takes of the 

enemy and had chosen his o w n t ime and p lace to 

m a k e the fight. Sangu ine of v ic tory from the beg in ­

ning, his j udgmen t w a s vindicated from star t to finish. 

A r a b and Chr i s t ian chroniclers are at one in de­

scribing the events of the day, bu t the lat ter are more 

explicit in tel l ing w h a t led up to it . R a y m o n d of 

T r i p o l i w a s a p ivo ta l figure, bo th in his f r iendly at t i ­

tude towards the Su l tan and in the an imosi ty he h a d 

provoked in Gera rd de Ridefort , G r a n d M a s t e r of the 

Templa r s . I t w a s more t o spite R a y m o n d , apparent ly , 

t han because he admired G u y de L u s i g n a n tha t 

Gera rd had conspired to make the lat ter K i n g of 

Jerusalem. Hi s bi t ter enmi ty had not been appeased 

wi th this t r iumph, even though the evil consequences 

t o the Chr is t ian cause in al ienating so powerful and 

able a soldier and statesman were apparent enough. 
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