
C H A P T E R F I F T E E N 

PREPARATIONS FOR T H E H O L Y WAR 

FOM the m o m e n t of his arrival a t D a m a s c u s in 

response t o the invi ta t ion of the emirs, Sa lad in 

h a d kep t in m i n d unceas ingly t w o m a i n object ives . 

H e m u s t be accepted as the successor to the leadership 

held b y N u r ed-din . so tha t there w o u l d remain no 

doub t in F r a n k or M o s l e m mind as to his hegemony 

in I s l a m ; and he m u s t have the active co-operat ion 

of al l the independent M o s l e m princes. N i n e years 

e lapsed before these objects were accomplished, nine 

long years filled w i t h hard fighting, w e a r y wai t s and 

exasperat ing breaches of fa i th ; but , t hough there were 

t imes w h e n his pat ience appeared to have reached the 

b reak ing point , his cool judgment and strong wi l l car ­

ried h im th rough wi thou t departure from the p lan he 

m u s t have la id down at the beginning, and wi thou t 

the slightest sacrifice of dignity. 

Less than half of this prolonged t ime of preparat ion 

h a d passed w h e n he returned to D a m a s c u s f rom 

E g y p t . Condi t ions were not propitious. I z z ed-din, a t 

M o s u l , and his brother, the ambitious I m a d ed-din, 

n e w l y become ruler at Aleppo , though they had not 

open ly broken the t rea ty made w i th their predeces-
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