
C H A P T E R F O U R T E E N 

SALADIN T H E M U N I F I C E N T 

WI T H all the fearful cruelties developed b y the 
conflicts and rancors of the t ime there were 

also outs tanding incidents of ext raordinary m a g n a ­
n i m i t y — mos t of them, it mus t be admit ted , on the 
part of the M o s l e m s . W h e n B a l d w i n I I I , K i n g of 
Jerusalem, died, and the result ing confusion gave N u r 
ed-din an excel lent opportuni ty to invade Pa les t ine , 
he replied scornfully to those emirs w h o advised this 
course : 

" I t wou ld be i n h u m a n to profit b y the grief of a 
people wh ich mourns its master, and a b lemish on m y 
reputation t o a t t ack the unfortunates no t in cond i ­
t ion to defend themselves ." 

If the Crusaders ever were inspired to equa l ly gen ­
erous impulse, his tory is silent on the subject . Y e t i t 
well m a y have happened, though it surely died at 
birth, and the explanat ion is tha t the influence of 
the church w a s a lways present to check i t . 

Of all the M o s l e m rulers Saladin carr ied this 
t endency to the extreme. Ignoring, except in rare and 
extreme instances, the repeated breaches of fai th and 
downright v iola t ions of solemn promises, he never de­
parted from his word , and over and over aga in he is 
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